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What is Style?
• Why is Dennett not a philosopher? 

• Philosophy and science are nothing without style.  

• Extreme opposite of style is poshlost (see wikipedia). 

• Poshlost is self-satisfaction; inability to be humbled; loose attitude; vulgar mockery; cynicism. 

• Fine line between questioning and respect for  

• great discoverers of science spending decades on ideas 

• all noble disciplines refined through millennia 

• ambition of discovery and humility before mystery 

• disdain and arrogance 

• “Beauty is the first test: there is no permanent place in the world for ugly mathematics. …The 
best mathematics is serious as well as beautiful… beauty of a mathematical theorem depends a 
great deal on its seriousness” — G. H. Hardy, Mathematician’s Apology



 A Critique of Style
⊖ Praiseworthy/blameworthy based on ‘fun’? What is ‘fun’? 

⊖ diligence to importance of the subject? Was authority missed? 

• alternative = reinventing the wheel (from slightly rounded 
rectangles?) 

⊖ Philosophy is a struggle of dialectic. Is Casper the ghost our 
opponent? 

⊕ Starts with a question 

⊕ Fearless to start 

⊕ Dissatisfaction with initial results



– Discourse on Method

“Nor have I called them hypotheses with any other end in view 
except that it may be known that I think I am able to deduce 
them from those first truths which I have already expounded; 
and yet that I have expressly determined not to do so, to 
prevent a certain class of minds from thence taking occasion 
to build some extravagant philosophy upon what they may 
take to be my principles, and my being blamed for it. I refer to 
those who imagine that they can master in a day all that 
another has taken twenty years to think out, as soon as he has 
spoken two or three words to them on the subject” 


